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Message from the President 

Tis the season to be thankful and we, 
the Members of Heritage Renfrew, 
have a lot to be thankful for.  Lets 
look around and appreciate what we 
have.  First, our quarters, we have the 
very best of rooms, storage and most 
of all , around the clock security.  
Then, there is the People who make it 
work through their volunteer 
work...To name but a few, we have 
Pat McIntyre the Building Manager 
who is always there to help and 
support us in anyway possible...Martin 
Munhall, our own Archival Historian 
guides researchers into the right 
direction...Ken Stafford-Brown, who 
has been our Treasurer for the past 
four years, is moving on to become 
the Editor of our Newsletter—Olga 
Lewis has accepted the position of 
treasurer once again after having 
previously served in that 
position ...Joyce & Clarence McBride 
will continue co-chairing the 
Membership Portfolio as they have for 
many, many years ...Our Secretary, 
Darlene Mask who is also our Special 
Events Co-ordinator, has volunteered 
to  remain in that position for another 
Term.  Delores Agnel And Pat 
Patterson who have recently joined the 
Board have been invaluable for their 
willingness to volunteer for and assist 
in any tasking that is requested….We 
must not forget Dave Lorente for here 
is a person who single handily has 
been the driving force which has kept  
HOME CHILDREN alive and well. 

We also have a board of directors 
who’s purpose it is to give direction 
and guidance to the Executive and in 
doing so         …...(continued on page 2) 
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Heritage Renfrew—A Year in Review 

In retrospect, as Year 2004 drew to a close,  Heritage Renfrew  
experienced a relatively quiet year.  However, that is not to say that 
nothing had happened because  a lot has taken place but on a less hectic 
scale. In all areas, Progress is on-going, ranging from the scanning and 
digitalization of our Family Collections to the time consuming and 
pains-taking actual transcribing of church records gleaned either from 
Micro-filmed or Photocopied Church Registers.   

Additionally, our research facility has continued to attract many 
individuals not only locally but from places as far away as Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada to Northome, Minnesota , USA.  It was gratifying to 
learn first hand from individuals which have traveled so far who have 
not only found success with their intended research but have also found 
new branches of their Family Tree which until that moment were not 
aware that they even existed. 

This Fall we had two events which brought a much needed cash 
infusion into Heritage Renfrew’s Operation Fund.  Our first Event was 
our Annual Fall Bus Tour into the depths of the Ottawa Valley.  The 
Tour was organized and directed by Mary Hass, Vice-President and 
Narrated with added interesting anecdotes by Dave Lorente, Home 
Children Co-Chair.  While this is a tour which is not intended for 
profit, it did yield a modest profit margin after expenses.  Our second 
event was a fund-raising Bake Sale, held at the Local Farmer’s Market.  
It was organized by Olga Lewis with the assistance of Delores Agnel & 
Pat Patterson.   and was very, very successful yielding an unexpectedly 
high profit margin.  In addition to the actual sales there was the added 
cash donations which are too numerous to publish here but we take this 
opportunity to thank those individuals for their added generosity.  

As something different for this Newsletter, I would like to Photo-walk you 
through our Heritage Facility to give you some insight into our Holdings & 
Family Donated Collections as well as the Accommodations which have been 
provided through the kind auspices of the National Archivist of Canada, Mr. 
Ian Wilson.  This will be of particular interest to you, our Out-of-Town  
Members, who are not in a position to visit your site. These Photos are shown 
on page 6 of this Newsletter. 

(President’s Message Continued) 

 
Ken Stafford-Brown 
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Renfrew Archives Directory 
Executive 
President 
Audrey Green ................................................................................. 613-432-4354 
Past-President 
James MacGregor  .......................................................................... 613-432-9566 
Vice-President 
Mary Hass  ...................................................................................... 613-432-5104 
Treasurer 
Ken Stafford Brown  ...................................................................... 613-432-5229 
Secretary 
Darlene Mask  ................................................................................ 613-432-6242 
Membership Chair 
Joyce Laird-McBride  ..................................................................... 613-646-2375 
Home Children 
Dave & Kay Lorente  ..................................................................... 613-432-2486 
Research 
Darlene Mask  ................................................................................ 613-432-6242 
Directors 
Martin Munhall ............................................................................... 613-432-2225 
Ambrose Adamchick.……………………………………………...613-432-2225 
Vaughn/ Grace Simmons  ............................................................... 613-432-2376 
Brian/Doris Long  ..................................................................... …..613-432-0887 
Stella Laviolette  ............................................................................. 613-432-7722 
Helen Clarke  .................................................................................. 613-432-4523 
Irene Rekowski  .............................................................................. 613-432-3423 
Delores Agnel  …………………………………………………… 613-432-5033 
Olga Lewis  ………………………………………………………..613-432 6958 
 
Pat Patterson  …………613-432-5224 
Past Presidents Advisory Committee 
Kay Gollinger Lorente 
Les Church 
Marge Lindsay 
Dorothy Skinner 
John Steele 
Doris Humphries 
Honorary Directors 
Marjorie Lindsay 
Martin Munhall 

Heritage 
Meeting 

Join us every first Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m., in the 
Heritage Room at  the 
Renfrew Archives, Gibbons 
Road. (off O’Brien Road) 

NOTICE 

Annual General Meeting 

Heritage Renfrew will be holding its Annual General 
Meeting    at 7 P.M. on 27 January 2005.  It will take place 
at the National Library & Archives Building, located at 770 
Gibbons Road, Renfrew, Ontario. Speaker is not confirmed 
at this time but once confirmed, it will be announced in the 
Local Newspaper.  All are welcome, bring along a friend.  
Refreshments will be served following the meeting 

thus ensuring that the interests of the 
whole of Heritage Renfrew’s  
Membership is well served...A 
heartfelt thanks goes out to all who 
have donated their time and efforts in 
the past year and their continued 
support for the forth-coming year. 

This year we are committed to more 
activity in the areas of our 
Newsletters, Tours and among other 
things such as in-house courses in 
Genealogy which has been popular 
in the past. 

We are always looking for new 
members and our request is simple, 
get your friends to come out and see 
what we have to offer and then join   
our organization.  

Come to our Annual Genera Meeting 
scheduled for 27th January, we want 
you to see what  we have to offer 
you. 

This is the time, belated or not to 
Wish you a very Happy and 
prosperous New Year.  Take care 
and hopfully we will see you in the 
not-too-long future at the Archives. 

      Sincerely…. Audrey Green 
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Would you like to spend some of 
your spare time working in the 
Renfrew Archives? 
Contact: 

Any Member listed in the 
Directory [page 2] or e-mail: 

renfrewarchives@sympatico.ca  
 

visit our Web Site @: 
Www3.sympatico.ca/renfrewarchives 

Research 
where did I come From 

 Have you ever read an historical novel or watched a 
movie and wondered about your ancestors who lived in the era 
portrayed in that book and movie? Tracing your family history back 
to that era may not be as difficult as it may appear to the novice. 

 Do you want to begin searching your family roots but 
don’t know where to start?  Entering into the unknown can be an 
overwhelming experience but help is available  and there is a 
plethora  of information ready to be digested from sourses like our 
very own Heritage Renfrew, to begin with.   

 Hertage Renfrew has material on hand which may have 
even been  donated by one of your own relatives who you may not 
have realized ever existed or books and documents which have been 
purchased from an external sourse such as a local Historian .  A word 
of caution: in some of our material there may be copy right caveates  
which must be respected ...so if in doubt, before  copying any passages 
[usually but not always] found in bounded material, Please  get 
permission first.   

 Renfrew Heritage has many other sourses of information 
ranging from church & cemetary records to Polish, Irish and Scotish 
Immigrant settlement Records.  Additionally, Heritage Renfrew has a 
wide assortment of Newsprint micro-film and international micro-
fiche  tansperancies which have provided visitors with documentation 
of their old-world family  roots.  Free use of this facility is open to 
the public Monday thru Friday between the hours of  8 AM and 5 
PM . 

 Public Libraries are another sourse of genealogical 
information as well as your home computer which, once  internet 
accsessed, will provide you with an unlimited variety of web sites  
containing search engines which may only require  that you provide  
a name , place  and date to churn out an answer to your question. 

 The well respected Research Centre in Ottawa has 
records of births, deaths and marriages for Canada.  Records for 
England, Scotland and Ireland are also available. Records for 
other countries where the Mormans have a church can be accessed 
from Salt Lake  City, Utah.  Everyone is welcome to use this Facility. 

 So, the answer to the question “Where did I come from” 
may not be that elusive  once you take that first step by visiting your 
local Library or Genealogical group …. Good luck with your 
research...see you at the Archives. 

                                                   Delores Agnel 

Healy, Nicholas 

My name is Linda Geoghegan. My uncle, Matt Geoghegan, gave me 
your address to ask me to pass along some information.  He wanted me 
to let you know that he is interested in locating the grave of a distant 

 

Membership 
Expiration 
Notification 
Subscribe to Opeongo Lines for 
the new year! 

Subscriptions for the calendar 
year 2005 are $10.00 ($15.00 
outside of Canada). 

Membership gives You: 
 News updates in Opeongo 

Lines 
 Microfilm & Micro fiche of 

Census Records 
 Local newspapers 
 Land records 
 Birth, marriage & Death 

information 
 Cemetery & reference books 
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cousin of ours, a Nicholas Healy. 

This is what we know about Nicholas: 

\-He was born in County Clare, Ireland 

-he immigrated to Canada on the MEGANTIC via Quebec 

-He traveled with his cousin, Nicholas Burns 

-Nicholas Healy 7 Nicholas Burns listed their cousin Denis Neylon of 
Ruby, Renfrew, Ontario as their intended destination. 

Matt believes that Nicholas Healy died in Canada within a few years of 
his arrival.  Nicholas Burns returned to Ireland in 1932 and reported 
that Nicholas Healy had died in Canada. 

Any assistance that you can provide  is appreciated. 

Best Regards,  

Linda Geoghegan  Ph: 201-332-3942 // lgeoghegan@msn.com 

 

Leitch, James 

I am presently  researching the following Families: 

James Leitch, born approximately 1802 in Lanarkshire, Scotland and died 10 
March 1897 in Alice Twp. Renfrew County.  He was married in 1826 to 
Francis Wilson in Ramsay Twp. Renfrew County.  Francis Wilson was born 
on 10 Dec. 1802 at Middle Paisley, Renfrew County.  They were listed on the 
census with 3 children, Robert [he is my Great-Grandfather] born 1851, 
Margaret, born 1846 and James who was born 1874...These parents seem to 
be quite old to have had such a young family. 

Robert went on to marry Elizabeth Twigger or Ada Twigger on 22 October, 
1880 in Alice Twp., Renfrew County.  She was quite a bit younger than 
Robert, being born around 1867. 

Do you have any information on the Twigger, Leitch, Wilson or MacLinlay 
families?  I believe Twigger, originally from England, immigrated from 
Pennsylvania to Renfrew in the 1870’s to avoid the Civil War in the U.S.  I 
also believe there is some Native Canadian  in the Line.  

Any help or information would be appreciated.  I may be reached either thru e
-mail [ sally4@rogers.com] or Phone: 613-837-2669. 

Thank you...Sally Acker [nee Leitch] 

 

 

 

Information Please 
Donated Family Trees 

  The  Joseph 
Rousselle & Lucy 
Fremont Family 
Tree...Compiled & 
donated by their 
Grandson, Gordon A. 
Bean, 

  

Donated books 

Presbyterian Cemetery 
burial map—Lot 19 Con 3, 
Bromley Twp. Renfrew 
County, Ontario. [1987] 
Note:  
        This Cemetery is also 
known as the McLaren 
Cemetery. 
 
Donated By Norah H. 
Cousins [LaRocque]. 
 
 
 
 
 
Heritage Renfrew gratefully 
acknowledges  the 
generosity  of these 
donations. 
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New Membership & Renewal Form 
Annual membership fees are now due!  For the year 2003 they remain at $10.00, 
outside Canada is now $15.00. 

Name __________________________________________________  

Address  _______________________________________________  

City/town    Province    

Postal Code  _______________  

Telephone  _____________________________  

For Year    

 □ New □ Renew □ Home Children 

Mail to:   Heritage Renfrew Archives 
Membership Chairperson 
Box 1009 
Renfrew, Ontario 
K7V 4H4 Canada 

Sites to check 
Renfrew County Website 
www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca 

Leeds and Grenville Branch 
www.cybertap.com/genealogy/ 

Arnprior & District Archives 
www.adarchives.org 

Upper Ottawa Valley Group 
uovgg@valleynet.on.ca 

Electronic 
Newsletter!! 
Please send us your e-mail address if you 
would like to receive Opeongo Lines 
electronically via e-mail.  Send your request 
to: 
kenstafford@sympatico.ca 
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