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President’s Message  

     On  May  14th  the  historic site of “Farrell’s Landing” was in danger of be-

ing sold to a private owner.  This place is located in and owned by Horton 

Township since 1851.  May Craig, a member of the Planning Committee and 

land owner in Horton became aware of the potential sale and campaigned to 

save the area.  May spoke to many people and raised a lot of interest and 

knowledge on the subject.  Since Heritage Renfrew had erected  the  plaque  

for  Farrell’s  Landing  back  in 1991, she turned to our group for support.  

She knew the importance of this area to the early settlers of Horton, Renfrew 

and up the Opeongo Line since 1851 and its historical value to Heritage Ren-

frew.  A package of information on this subject was forwarded to May Craig 

for presentation at the meeting of May 14th.  Some of our members were pre-

sent in support.  The  Township  held  a  meeting  on  May 11th  to  review, 

debate and decide what to do, now that all were more informed  on the sub-

ject.   That same evening I discussed the meeting with her and she was re-

lieved that the Township decided in the end to stop the sale of the land and 
keep the historical site for the public as a walk way only.  She also told me 

that the Township would like to consult with our group and other parties in-

volved with regards  to  the  future  of  “Farrell’s Landing”.   I will keep you 

informed.. Since this issue came to light, our bus trip in the fall this year is in-

cluding stop at “Farrell’s Landing” 

Have a  Happy  Safe  Summer  and  Happy Searching… 
 

Darlene Mask 

Hours of Operation  

 

Monday and Wednesday  

from 1pm to  3pm   

Closed  all Holidays.  

Special request appoint-

ments  may be considered 

after contacting  one of the 

Executive members of 

Heritage Renfrew . 

 

General Meetings are held 

on the first Tuesday of  

each month from 1.30 pm 

to 3:00 pm.  
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Friendly Reminder  
 

Membership Expiration Notification  

 

Subscribe to Opeongo Lines for the Year 2013 

Subscriptions for the Calendar Year  are $15:00  

Outside Canada $20:00  

 

    Heritage Renfrew Executives -2013  

        

    Name                Phone Number   Email 

 

President    Darlene Mask    613-432-6242  myddmask@sympatico.ca 

Past President    Olga Lewis    613-432-6958  olewis@sympatico.ca  

Vice President    Jim MacGregor    613-432-9566       james.macgregor@sympatico.ca  

Treasurer    Ken Stafford-Brown   613-570-1076  kenstafford@sympatico.ca 

Secretary    Pat Brydges    613-432-2749  p.brydges@nrtco.net  

Membership Chair   Earl Martin    613-432-4412  emartin23@cogeco.ca  

 

Directors    Clarence McBride   Mary Hass  

    Joyce Laird McBride   Pat Patterson     

    Audrey Green    Doug Fraser  

    Ray Haniman  

    

Honorary  Directors   Vaughan  Simmons  

    Stella Laviolette  

 

Past President Advisory Committee  

 

Dave Lorente  Kay Gollinger Lorente   Vaughan Simmons   Marge Lindsay  

Dorothy Skinner Jim MacGregor    John Steele   Audrey Green  

Dean Black   Doris Humphries  Mary Hass    

 



Feature Article ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 Opeongo Lines  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farrell’s Landing 

 Farrell’s Landing was a steamboat wharf on the Ottawa River in the mid eighteen hundreds.  It was 

located in Horton Township a few miles downstream from the present Chenaux Hydro Dam.  Early pictures 

show it with several paddle wheelers stopped at the wharf and the wharf piled high with wood for their 

steam boilers. It was one of the last stops to unload cargo and supplies for Renfrew and the Bonnechere Val-

ley  before the Chenaux Rapids. I n addition to being a supply depot for cargo and supplies it was in 1851 the 

beginning of the Opeongo Colonization Road, which would eventually run from Farrell’s Landing   to Big 

Opeongo Lake it Algonquin Park.  Many early settlers in Renfrew County came by steamboat to Farrell’s 

Landing and up the Opeongo to their future homes. 

 . Farrell’s Landing became a very busy place in the eighteen hundreds. The era of steamboats started 

on this part of the Ottawa River in 1836 when the “George Buchanan” travelled from Chats Lake to Che-

naux.  The steamboat era lasted until the rail road was built through to Pembroke in 1876 which put the 

steamboats out of business.   After the coming of the railroads the the steamboats survived by towing log 

booms Mr. Edward Farrell owned the property adjoining the wharf.  Mr. Farrell and adjoining land owners 

developed several commercial establishments, including a hotel. 

  By 1857, 40 miles of the Opeongo Road were open and it was used to transport, immigrants, supplies 

and equipment to the logging camps.  The road ran westward through Horton Township to Renfrew where 

it crossed the Bonnechere River  and continued westward to Dacre and  the south side of Lake Clear. This 

area has some magnificent scenery including Plaunt’s Mountain. Most of  the original road is still open to-day. 

 At the present time the area around Farrell’s Landing is occupied by the owners of summer cottages 

and permanent homes. “Farrell’s Landing Road”  begins at the River Road about a mile west of County Road 

20 from Renfrew. The last 60 feet or so of the Farrell’s Landing Road before you get to the wharf location is 

a narrow lane about 20 feet wide. The people owning the adjoining cottage wish to purchase or lease the 

remaining access to the old  wharf location. A number of Horton residents and members of Heritage Ren-

frew wish to see the property kept for public use. At the time of writing the Horton Township Council has 

not made a decision regarding the future of this property. 

 

 



What ‘s New ! 
-Family Tree additions 

 

1- Jeannette Barbara ( Wierkes) Blanchette  family outline includes Wierkas, Maszk, 

                                  Czapiewski, Rzoka,Blanchette 

2- Lambert family provided  Heritage Renfrew with a collection of their family information.  

 

 

 

Champlain’s baptismal record to mark 400th anniversary of his Voyage up the Ottawa 

River  

 

 Champlain was born on Friday August 13th 1574 to a Protestant family.  The document was 

displayed at the Museum of Civilization in Gatineau, Canada.  This time-yellowed 439 year old docu-

ment from 16th Century France, can be seen  from  May 29th to Aug. 5th .  The registry book will be on 

exhibit and the iconic astrolabe and other relics believed to be linked to Champlain.  There is also a 

400 year old pipe believed to be smoked during tobacco ceremonies with First Nations.  This old 

document gives more details of the life of Samuel Champlain, such as, his parents  were  Anthoynee  

Chapeleau and Margerite  Le Roy.   The registry book was hand delivered by an archivist from Char-

ente-Martime in the district of France to Jean-Luc Pilon, curator of the  museum’s  Champlain exhibit.  

The record shows solid proof that he would have been 34 years of age the year Quebec City was 
founded in 1608.  He would have also been 38 years of age when he reached the future site of Ottawa 

in 1613.  He died at age 61, Dec. 25, 1635.  In fact, if this truly is his baptismal record it reminds us he  

was an actual person not just a person of fiction.  What a discovery! 
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Membership  Corner ! 

2  Visits from  Mary  MacLeod  from  the USA,  searching  for  information on  Barr, Airth,  and Douglas  

families. 

Diane Stoops - requests the death notice of Dorothy McKerral. 

Request for information and pictures in reference to “M.J. Obrien, and the last spike”. 

Request for information and support of Heritage Renfrew, by a Horton Township resident to stop the sale 

of “Farrell’s Landing, a Historical Site”. 

 Upcoming Events ! 

 Queries'! 

 

This is a tentative program for the bus trip on Thursday, September 26th 2013  

Leaving Archives Building at 10:00am. 

Passing by Farrell's Landing on River Road, driving through Portage du Fort, stopping at Sand Bay. 

If the weather is good we could walk down to the beach. 

Arriving at Pine Lodge for lunch with time for a walking tour of the lodge and grounds. 

On to Cornation Hall and Orchard Hall Cider Mill. 

Stopping at Haughton's private logging Museum for about an hour.  

Driving through Norway Bay, past the old Bristol mine and possibly attending the dog races on our way to 

Shawville 

for dinner at Café 349. 

Arriving back in Renfrew at 7:30pm. 

Lunch -  Cold buffet $12. plus tax and tip 
Dinner  - Hot buffet $20. plus tip. 

Cost for the bus to be determined when booked . 
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Membership Numbers 

No new memberships for this quarter  

36 Regular Paid members  

27 Life Members  

7 complementary   

9 Members have yet to renew their membership for 2013  
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Blast From the Past !   

MEN OF AFFAIRS  

 In the Renfrew Mercury  in1925 a collection of articles about the men of Renfrew, who were prominent in af-

fairs of Renfrew, and did so much to make Renfrew a prosperous town, was featured weekly for some 31 weeks.   

 So many times when histories of towns and villages are being put together, the men who had a lot to do with 

making the town a better place to live are left out of the story.  

 As most histories have to do with the progress of the town, city or village only a few get mentioned in the 

story of the place being the subject of the history.  

 The men motioned in these articles come from all walks of life and their contributions to the society of the 

town and its growth are quite interesting to read.  

Researched by: 

 Olga Lewis 

 

MEN OF AFFAIRS  

FROM THE RENFREW MERCURY  1925 

DR J.J. MCCANN  

 Dr. J.J.  McCann of Renfrew, is a native of Perth, in the adjoining county of Lanark. There he attended primary 

and secondary schools, the secondary one  a collegiate institute and after matriculation went to Queen’s University 

where he studied medicine. Graduating in 1909 he was a gold medalist. Going to Sudbury he was in C.P.R. service for a 

year as a surgeon. From the mining burg:, he crossed the line to Chicago and put in 1.5 years as intern in Cook county 

hospital. Next he was in Hamilton as assistant to Dr. Balfe, a cousin , one of the leading surgeons of the Ambitious city. 

With this varied experience Dr. McCann came to Renfrew in August 1913, succeeding Dr. B.G. Connolly.  Next year 

he became Medical Officer of Health; was soon afterward a member of the  Board of Education, last year holding the 

chairmanship of the property committee, and is on the executive of the Victorian  Order of Nurses.  

 Bubbling over with health and activity as he is today, one might surmise that in his student days Dr. McCann 

took and active interest in athletics. He did that. For four years he was a member of Queens’s University football team. 

He played with the Hamilton Tigers for three years and was on that team when in the fall of 1912 it made a tour of the 

West, which tour practically introduced football into the regions beyond the Great Lakes. He was a member of  

Queen’s University track team, achieving prominence as a short-distance runner and that he can still do some sprinting 

is made evident here at collegiate field days when it is customary to put on a certain race. The Doctor has also done 

something at hockey and baseball.  

 One of his leisure-hour diversions is gardening , he having a garden stretching from Argyle to Bonnechere 

street and from his residence to the skating rink.  

 Dr. McCann is a progressive, public –spirited citizen, a real asset to the community.  As a platform speaker he 

is one of the best in the county, his addresses being good alike for manner and matter. Reporters find him one who is 

careful in choice of words, who does not neglect  to finish his sentences and who makes sentences follow each other in 

logical sequence. All of his public utterances give evidence of preparation both by study and otherwise. 

 To make a bigger and better Renfrew, Dr. McCann would give special attention to development of the town 

from within—that is , he would give favorable consideration to men who have their money invested here when they 

come before the  ratepayers of the town with propositions. As the industries already established grow and expand, so 

will Renfrew prosper in the view of  Dr, McCann.  
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